Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health  *  ♦ 


For  the  Year,  1941 


Romsey  &  Stockbridge 
Rural  District  Council 


30*^43 


THE  RQMSEY  PRESS  LTD. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TO  THE 

Romsey  k  StockMge  Rural  District  Council 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockbridge 

Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  fo»‘  the  year  1941.  In. accordance 
with  instructions  received,  the  report  has  been  materially  shortened, 
several  items  have  been  omitted  and  others  dealt  with  as  briefly  as 
possible. 

SECTION  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 
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Vital  Statistics. 
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Infantile  Mortality,  Death  rate  of  infants  uhder  1  year  of  age— 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  66 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  66 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  births  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  ...  4 

„  „  Diarrhoea,  under  2  ...  ...  2 

„  „  Diphtheria,  all  ages  ...  0 

„  ,,  Cancer,  all  ages  ...  ...  47 


Of  all  causes  of  death,  Heart  disease  accounted  for  61,  Cancer 
47,  Pneumonia  16,  Tuberculosis  10,  Cerebral  haemorrhage  21, 
Bronchitis  13  and  Nephritis  9. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer, 
Tuberculosis  and  Whooping  cough  and  the  deaths  from  the  other 
diseases  are  about  the  average. 

The  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  school  and  welfare  child 
has  continued.  More  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  feeding' 
of  the  children  with  good  results,  as  the  children  are  having  more 
suitable  food. 

During  inspections  of  some  houses  one  is  struck  by  the  very 
poor  quality  and  lumpy  appearance  of  the  mattresses.  Few  of  the 
country  children  have  undesirable  habits  and  the  country  mothers 
would  take  a  pride  in  their  bedrooms  if  good  types  of  mattresses, 
pillows  and  blankets  were  made  available,  at  prices  which  they 
could  afford. 

When  designing  Council  houses,  it  would  be  an  advantage  if 
one  small  bedroom  was  provided  especially  for  the  older  girls.  In 
many  cases  older  girls  and  boys  do  not  h  ve  a  bedroom  to  them¬ 
selves  and  have  little  privacy. 

SECTION  E. —  General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

(1)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  is  no  nursing  arrangement  or  contribution  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  County  Laboratory  provides  facilities  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations. 

An  emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  been  established 
at  Winchester  for  an  area  which  includes  the  Romsey  and 
Stockbridge  districts. 


'3)  Hospitals 

(a)  War.  Group  1b.  Romsey  and  District  Hospital. 

Group  2.  Romsey  Emergency  Hospital. 

(b)  Infectious.  Where  cases  cannot  be  satisfactorily  nursed 
and  isolated  at  home,  they  are  admitted  by  arrangement,  to  the 
Salisbury  and  District  Isolation  Hospital.  Cases  in  the  Redbridge, 
Millbrook  and  Chilworth  areas  are  admitted  to  the  Southampton 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(4)  Air-Raid  Casualty  Services 

These  are  under  the  control  of  a  Joint  Committee  formed  of 
representatives  from  Romsey  Borough  and  Romsey  afnd  Stockbridge 
Rural  District  Council. 

Medical  Officer  i/c  Casualty  Services  :  Dr.  T.  P.  Lalonde. 

SECTION  C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  ©f  the  Area. 

Closet  Accommodation 

The  conservancy  system  is  in  genera1  use  in  the  District,  but 
cesspools  are  common.  Some  of  the  houses  in  the  parish  of 
Millbrook  drain  into  Southampton  sewers. 

Public  Cleansing  • 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  contractors  in  the  Millbrook  area 

Baddesley.  There  are  overflowing  and  leaky  cesspits  in  parts 
of  the  area.  The  emptying  and  removal  of  cesspit  contents  by 
arrangement  by  the  paiish  authorities  as  in  some  other  parts  of 
the  Rural  District,  seems  advisable. 

People  with  undamaged  houses  have  come  out  at  nights  to 
sleep  in  some  areas,  this  has  led  to  overcrowding  in  huts  and  halls. 
The  habits  cf  some  people  who  came  out  for  short  periods  were 
surprising.  No  country  child  or  adult  would  have  behaved  as  some 
of  these  people  did. 

The  country  adult  takes  a  pride  in  his  garden  and  home  and 
his  children  assist  him  with  useful  work.  'This  makes  them  respect 
other  peoples  gardens  and  property. 

If  people  owned  their  own  houses,  I  think  it  would  make  them 
more  considerate.  If  the  authorities  let  the  people  purchase  their 
Council  houses  on  a  long  lease  or  assist  them  to  build  houses  on 
land  owned  by  the  Council,  they  could  include  restrictions  in  the 
lease,  which  would  give  them  a  good  deal  of  control  over  the 
property. 


SECTION  F, — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious 

and  other  diseases. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  measles  of  a  mild  type  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year,  the  parishes  chietly  affected  were  Kings 
Somborne*  Stockbridge,  Broughton  and  the  Wallops. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of 
whooping  cough. 

The  presence  of  evacuees  has  not  made  much  difference  in  the 
incidence  of  infectious  diseases.  Diphtheria  Immunisation — T.A.F. 
is  used.  800  children  were  immunised  during  the  year.  These 
injections  take  up  a  great  deal  of  my  time  as  the  area  covered  is  a 
large  and  scattered  one.  It  means  three  sessions  for  each  batch 
done.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  preliminary  work  to  be  done  and  a 
fair  amount  of  clerical  work.  The  following  up  of  absentees  and 
people  who  have  forgotten  to  attend  for  first  or  subsequent  in-, 
jections  means  additional  work  for  the  Health  Visitor. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


DURING  THE  YEAR,  1941. 


t  * 

Disease 

Total 

number 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fev . r  ... 

26 

14 

0 

Diphtheria 

9 

9 

0 

Paratyphoid  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

\ 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

11 

1 

1 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

7 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

0 

4 

Measles 

364 

0 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

6 

6 

1 

CANCER 

Deaths  Males  28,  Females  19.  Total  47. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  cases  notified  ...  11 

Deaths  ...  ...  10 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  nu  Tiber  of  cases  notified  and  in  the 

number  of  deaths. 


r 


TABLE 

Causes  of  death  in  Romsey  and  Stockbridge  Rural  District,  1941  - 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

162 

129 

Paratyphoid 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

Pul.  T.B. 

3 

4 

Other  T.B. 

2 

1 

Syphilitic 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

1 

Cancer 

28 

19 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

10 

11 

Heart 

38 

23 

Other  Circulatory 

5 

2 

Bronchitis 

5 

8 

Pneumonia 

7 

9 

Other  resp. 

— 

1 

Duodenal  U leer ... 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

Other  Digest 

7 

3 

Nephritis 

7 

2 

Premature  Births 

4 

2 

Congenital  and  Birth  injuries 

5 

3 

Suicide 

3 

— 

Road  accidents  ... 

4 

2 

Other  violence  ... 

3 

6 

All  other  causes  ... 

23 

20 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yoms  faithfully, 

G,  TVTK,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


